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LORAIN COUNTY HEALTH & DENTISTRY TO ADD OBERLIN SITE  

Lorain County’s only safety-net provider of medical and dental care to receive $650,000  

in federal support to open an Oberlin location. 
 

Lorain - Since 2002, Lorain County Health & Dentistry (LCH&D) has been an integral part of the 

local health care landscape providing high quality primary medical and dental care to underserved 

persons of all ages. Earlier this week, the community health center organization was awarded a 

competitive New Access Point  operating grant in the annual amount of $650,000 to open a site in 

Oberlin in order to improve access to care for those most in need in central and southern Lorain 

County. LCH&D is one of 164 community health center organizations around the country to 

receive the award, and one of 12 in Ohio.  

 

The award is the result of an application LCH&D submitted to the Health Resources & Services 

Administration in September 2014. LCH&D already operates four health care delivery sites in 

Lorain and Elyria.  The new Oberlin site will become part of the Lorain County Health & 

Dentistry service delivery network, based in Lorain, and will offer primary and preventive health 

care, including prenatal/women’s health care, pediatrics, family medicine, dentistry, optometry 

and integrated behavioral health.  LCH&D will construct a 6,700 square foot facility in the 200 

block of South Main Street.  The Planning Commission - City of Oberlin has approved the 

building plans subject to a zoning variance. The new site is expected to open later this year.   

 

LCH&D Board of Directors Chairman, Todd Tilberg, expressed enthusiasm for the project "It has 

been part of our strategic plan for some time to expand our services in Oberlin, Wellington and 

rural Lorain County communities further south.  A site in this location will improve accessibility 

for a vulnerable population that would likely go without health care,” he said.   

 

"We are absolutely delighted with the award,” said Stephanie Wiersma, LCH&D President & 

CEO. “We are constantly striving to do more, serve more, offer more. It’s part of who we are,” 

said Wiersma. Since the funds are for health center operations, LCH&D anticipates initiating a 

Capital Campaign to defray the cost of construction and medical equipment, which is expected to 

total about $2.3M. 

 

At full operational capacity, the LCH&D Oberlin site will employ 16-20 professional and support 

staff and will provide 15,700 patient visits per year. LCH&D will work closely with local 

agencies, including Oberlin Community Services, to maximize impact and stretch resources.  “We 

are so excited to serve our clients in a meaningful way by collaborating with Lorain County Health 

& Dentistry,” said Cindy Andrews, Executive Director of Oberlin Community Services.  

 

In 2014, LCH&D provided services to 11,825 unduplicated patients in 37,302 visits. Of those, 

85.37% had income at or below 100% of Federal Poverty Level, while 97% had income at or 

below 200% FPL.  

  


